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Abstract: 

A solid electrolytic capacitor comprising: 

a dielectric oxide coating formed on a metal on which a coating is to be formed; 
a first electrically conductive polymer film formed on the dielectric oxide coating, wherein 
the first electrically conductive polymer film is obtained by a chemical oxidation method 
with an oxidizing agent; and 

a second electrically conductive polymer film formed on the first electrically conductive 
polymer film, wherein the second electrically conductive polymer film is obtained by an 
electrolytic polymerization method; wherein 

said first and second electrically conductive polymer films constitute double layered 
electrically conductive polymer films which are used as a solid electrolyte. 
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[57] ABSTRACT 

A solid electrolytic capacitor having excellent charac- 
teristics in terms of both electrical properties and ther- 
mal stability is obtained by employing a solid electrolyte 
comprising both an electrically conductive polymer 
layer (I) formed by a chemical oxidation method and an 
electrically conductive polymer layer (II) formed by an 
electrochemical oxidation method. 

5 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet 
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SOLID ELECTROLYTIC CAPACITOR 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 5 
The present invention relates to a solid electrolytic 

capacitor that utilizes an electrically conductive poly- 
mer as a solid electrolyte. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

The development of digital devices in recent years 10 
has given rise to a demand for large-capacity capacitors 
which have excellent high-frequency characteristics; 
and studies have been made directed to the application 
of an electrically conductive polymer in this field. 

Examples of known capacitors which have excellent 15 
high-frequency characteristics include thin-film, mica 
and ceramic capacitors. These conventional capacitors, 
however, involve the problem that, when they are de- 
signed to obtain an electrostatic capacity of 1 y.F or 
more, their size is increased, and the production cost is 20 
also raised considerably. 

Electrolytic capacitors which are known to be large- 
capacity capacitors include two types, that is, the liquid 
electrolyte type in which a liquid electrolyte is impreg- 
nated, and die solid electrolyte type in which manga- 25 
nese dioxide is employed as a solid electrolyte. The 
former type of electrolytic capacitor which employs an 
electrolyte in a liquid state utilizes ion conduction, and 
there is therefore a remarkably increased resistance in 
the high-frequency region, whereby the impedance of 30 
the capacitor increases disadvantageously. The latter 
type of electrolytic capacitor employs as a solid electro- 
lyte manganese dioxide and a charge transfer complex 
consisting of a combination of 7,7,8,8-tet- 
racyanoquinodimethane (hereinafter referred to as 35 
TCNiQ) and an electron donor. 

The type of electrolytic capacitor which employs 
manganese dioxide as a solid electrolyte is obtained by 
thermally decomposing manganese nitrate since manga- 
nese dioxide is an insoluble solid substance. This type of 40 
electrolytic capacitor also has relatively high impe- 
dance in the high-frequency region, partly because man- 
ganese dioxide has a relatively high specific resistance, 
and partly because it is subjected to thermal decomposi- 
tion several times to obtain manganese dioxide. Also a 45 
dielectric oxide coating provided on this type of elec- 
trolytic capacitor may be readily damaged, and the loss 
current of the capacitor thus increases to a remarkable 
extent. 

The type of electrolytic capacitor which employs as 50 
a solid electrolyte a charge transfer complex consisting 
of a combination of TCNQ and an electron donor has 
already been proposed (see Japanese patent public dis- 
closure No. 191414/1983, No. 17609/1983). However, 
this TCNQ charge transfer complex which has high 55 
electrical conductivity suffers from thermal stability 
and therefor involves a risk of the complex being de- 
composed during the capacitor manufacturing process 
to become an insulator. 

A type of electrolytic capacitor which employs as a 60 
solid electrolyte a hetrocyclic polymer obtained by a 
electrochemical polymerization method has been pro- 
posed in recent years (see Japanese patent public disclo- 
sure No. 244017/1985, No. 2315/1986). 

The electrolytic capacitor described above comprises 65 
an electrode having a dielectric oxide coating thereon 
and a solid electrolyte consisting of an electrically con- 
ductive hetrocyclic polymer which is formed by an 
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electrochemical oxidation method. However, forming 
the electrically conductive hetrocyclic polymer on the 
dielectric oxide coating is impossible or, at least, diffi- 
cult because the dielectric oxide coating is an insulator. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Usually, an electrically conductive polymer is formed 
by a chemical oxidation method or an electrochemical 
oxidation method. The polymer which is obtained by 
the former method has poor mechanical strength. No 
polymer is formed on the dielectric oxide coating using 
the latter method because the dielectric oxide coating is 
an insulator. 

It is a first object of the present invention to provide 
an electrolytic capacitor by employing an electrically 
conductive polymer as a solid electrolyte for the capaci- 
tor. 

It is a second object of the present invention to pro- 
vide an electrolytic capacitor which is excellent in both 
electrical characteristics and thermal stability superior 
to that of the conventional capacitors. 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention 
will become apparent to those skilled in the art from the 
following description and disclosure. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a schematic, partial, sectional view illustrat- 
ing the construction of a solid electrolytic capacitor 
according to one embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

The present inventors made exhaustive studies with a 
view to attaining the above objects and have found that 
the above-described disadvantages of the prior art can 
be overcome by providing a solid electrolytic capacitor 
comprising, in combination, an electrode having an 
adherent dielectric oxide coating thereon and a solid 
electrolyte comprising both an electrically conductive 
polymer layer (I) which is formed by a chemical oxida- 
tion method, contacting a monomer with an oxidizing 
agent, and an electrically conductive polymer layer (II) 
which is formed by electrochemical oxidation method. 

The invention will be better understood from the 
following description taken in conjunction! with the 
accompanying drawing, FIG. 1, which partially shows 
the construction of an electrical capacitor which em- 
bodies the present invention. 

The surface of an electrode 1 which is roughened by 
an electrochemical treatment is oxidized by an electro- 
chemical oxidation treatment or an air oxidation treat- 
ment whereby a dielectric oxide coating 2 is formed on 
the electrode. 

A solution containing an oxidizing agent in a concen- 
tration of 0.001 mol/1 to 2 mol/1 is dispersed uniformly 
on the dielectric oxide coating by dipping, coating or 
spraying and the oxidizing agent is then brought into 
contact with a monomer of an electrically conductive 
polymer (I) or a solution of the monomer in a concen- 
tration of more than 0.01 mol/1. Consequently, an elec- 
trically conductive polymer layer 3 which is obtained 
by a chemical oxidation method is formed on the dielec- 
tric oxide coating 2. The electrically conductive poly- 
mer layer 3 is able to be formed by an inverse procedure 
in which the monomer is brought into contact with the 
oxidizing agent 
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The electrically conductive polymer layer 3 is used as 
an anode for electro polymerization. An electrically 
conductive polymer layer 4 which is obtained by an 
electrochemical oxidation method is formed in a cell 
containing a solution of a monomer of an electrically 5 
conductive polymer (II) in a concentration of 0.01 
mol/1 to 5 mol/1 and an electrolyte salt in a concentra- 
tion of 0.01 mol/1 to 2 mol/1. Consequently, the electri- 
cally conductive polymer layer 4 is formed on the elec- 
trically conductive polymer layer 3. 10 

A counter electrode is brought into contact with the 
electrically conductive polymer layer 4 using an electri- 
cally conductive adhesive (silver paste etc.) The capaci- 
tor of the present invention is completed by the proce- 
dure described above and is then molded with epoxy 15 
resin. 

The electrode used in the capacitor of this invention 
is generally selected from either aluminum or tantalum. 

Commonly used oxidizing agents include a halogen 
such as iodine, bromine and bromine iodide; a halide 20 
such as antimony pentafluoride, arsenic pentafluoride, 
silicon tetrafluoride, phosphorus pentachloride, phos- 
phorus pentafluoride, feric-chloride, aluminum chloride 
and molybdenum chloride; a protonic acid such as sul- 
furic acid, nitric acid, fluorosulfuric acid, trifluorome- 25 
thane sulfuric acid and chlorosulfuric acid; a compound 
containing oxygen such as sulfur trioxide, nitrogen di- 
oxide and chlorine dioxide; a persulfate such as sodium 
persulfate, potassium persulfate and ammonium persul- 
fate; and a peroxide such as hydrogen peroxide, perace- 30 
tic acid and difluorosulfunil peroxide. 

The preferred compounds of said oxidizing agent are 
chlorine dioxide and ammonium persulfate. 

Said electrically conductive polymer layer (I) which 
is formed by a chemical oxidation method is generally 35 
selected from the group consisting of polypyrrole, poly- 
thiophene, polyaniline and polyfuran. The preferred 
polymer of said electrically conductive polymer layer 

(I) is polypyrrole or polyaniline. 

Said electrolyte salt consists of an anion and a cation. 40 
Commonly used anions include an halogenated anion 
such as hexafluorophosphate, hexafluoroarsenate, tetra- 
fluoroborate and perchlorate; a halide such as chloride, 
bromide and iodide; and a sulfonate such as alkylben- 
zenesulfonate, aminobenzenesulfonate, benzenesulfon- 45 
ate and /3-naphthalenesulfonate. The most preferred 
anion is sulfonate. 

Commonly used cations include an alkali metal cation 
such as lithium, sodium and potassium; and an ammo- 
nium cation such as ammonium and tetraalkilam- 50 
monium. 

Suitable electrolyte salts include lithium hexafluoro- 
phosphate, lithium hexafluoroarsenate, lithium perchlo- 
rate, sodium iodide, sodium hexafluorophosphate, so- 
dium perchlorate, potassium iodide, potassium hexa- 55 
fluorophosphate, potassium hexafluoroarsenate, potas- 
sium perchlorate, lithium tetrafluoroborate and tet- 
rabutylammonium toluenesulfonate. 

Said electrically conductive polymer layer (II) which 
is formed by an electrochemical oxidation method is 60 
generally selected from the group consisting of poly- 
pyrrole, polythiophene, polyaniline and polyfuran. The 
most preferred electrically conductive polymer layer 

(II) is polypyrrole or polyaniline. 

It is known that an electric capacitor having a TCNQ 65 
charge transfer complex as an electrolyte has excellent 
high-frequency characteristics. However, the TCNQ 
charge transfer complex suffers from thermal stability 



and therefore involves a risk of the complex being de- 
composed during the capacitor manufacturing process 
to become an insulator. Furthermore, forming an elec- 
trically conductive hetrocyclic polymer having excel- 
lent mechanical strength by an electrochemical oxida- 
tion method on an electrode having a dielectric oxide 
coating is impossible, because the dielectric oxide coat- 
ing is an insulator. 

The above-described disadvantages can be overcome 
by the solid electrolytic capacitor of the present inven- 
tion. This solid electrolytic capacitor having an organic 
semiconductor as a solid electrolyte is excellent in both 
electrical characteristics and thermal stability. 

The present invention will be explained more specifi- 
cally below by way of Examples, though it is in no way 
restricted to these Examples. 

EXAMPLE 1 

An aluminium anode foil (thickness: 60 jim) having a 
dielectric aluminium oxide coating formed thereon by 
an electrochemical oxidation treatment was dipped in 
an aqueous solution containing 0.04 mol/1 ammonium 
persulfate under reduced pressure conditions for 10 
minutes and then dried. 

The anode foil was dipped in acetonitrile containing 
2.0 mol/1 pyrrole monomer under reduced pressure 
conditions for 10 minutes. A thin layer of polypyrrole 
was formed on the dielectric aluminium oxide coating 
by a chemical oxidation method. 

Subsequently, the anode foil was dipped in an aque- 
ous solution containing 0.2 mol/1 pyrrole monomer, 
0.02 mol/1 oxalic acid and 0.05 mol/1 tetrabutylam- 
monium toluene-sulfonate as an electrolyte. The anode 
foil was used as an anode and a stainless steel plate was 
used as a cathode. A uniform black layer of polypyrrole 
was formed galvanostatically on the anode foil under a 
current density of 0.5 mA/cm 2 applied for 150 minutes. 
After a counter electrode had been brought into contact 
with the black layer of polypyrrole using a silver paste, 
a capacitor was obtained and then molded with epoxy 
resin. 

The characteristics of the obtained capacitor are 
shown in Table I. 

EXAMPLE 2 

Ethyl ether containing 0.1 mol/1 iodine was sprayed 
on an aluminium anode foil (thickness: 60 jim) having a 
dielectric aluminium oxide coating formed thereon by 
an electrochemical oxidation treatment and the anode 
foil was then dried. 

After dipping the anode fofl in pyrrole monomer for 
30 minutes under reduced pressure conditions, a black 
layer of polypyrrole was formed on the dielectric alu- 
minium oxide coating by a chemical oxidation method. 
The following procedures were carried out in a similar 
manner to Example 1. 

The characteristics of the obtained capacitor are 
shown in Table 1. 

EXAMPLE 3 

An aluminium anode foil (thickness: 60 jim) having a 
dielectric aluminium oxide coating thereon was dipped 
in an aqueous solution containing 0.02 mol/1 feric chlo- 
ride for 2 minutes under reduced pressure conditions 
and then dried. 

After dipping the anode foil for 30 minutes in an 
aqueous solution containing 0.1 mol/1 pyrrole mono- 
mer, a black layer of polypyrrole was formed on the 
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dielectric aluminium oxide coating by a chemical oxida- 
tion method. The following procedures were carried 
out in a similar manner to Example 1. 

The characteristics of the obtained capacitor are 
shown in Table 1. 

EXAMPLE 4 

An aluminium anode foil (thickness: 60 ftm) having a 
dielectric aluminium oxide coating formed thereon by 
an electrochemical oxidation method was dipped in 
pyrrole monomer. When a gaseous mixture containing 5 
vol% chlorine dioxide was brought into contact with 
the anode foil for 5 minutes, a black layer of poly pyrrole 
was formed on the dielectric aluminium oxide coating 
by a chemical oxidation method- The following proce- 
dures were carried out in a similar manner to Example 
1. 

The characteristics of the obtained capacitor are 
shown in Table 1. 
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COMPARATIVE EXAMPLE 1 20 

An electrochemical oxidation treatment was carried 
out similar to Example 1 except that a layer of polypyr- 
role was formed on a dielectric aluminium oxide coat- 
ing by a chemical oxidation method. Polypyrrole was 
formed on only a part of the dielectric aluminium oxide 
coatingl and no uniform layer of polypyrrole was 
formed. 

EXAMPLES 

An aluminium anode foil (thickness: 60 jxm) having a 
dielectric aluminium oxide coating formed thereon by 
an electrochemical oxidation treatment was dipped in 
aniline monomer. 

After a gaseous mixture containing 5 vol% chlorine 
dioxide had been brought into contact with the anode 
foil for 10 minutes, a layer of polyaniline was formed on 
the dielectric aluminium oxide coating by a chemical 
oxidation method. 

Subsequently, the anode foil was dipped in an aque- 
ous solution containing 1.0 mol/1 aniline monomer and 
1.0 mol/1 sulfuric acid as an electrolyte. The anode foil 
was used as an anode and a platinum plate as a cathode. 
A uniform dark green layer of polyaniline was formed 
on the anode foil galvanostatically under a current den- 45 
shy of 0.5 mA/cm 2 applied for 150 minutes. After a 
counter electrode was brought into contact with the 
dark green layer of polyaniline using a silver paste, a 
capacitor was obtained and then molded with epoxy 
resin. 

The characteristics of the obtained capacitor 
shown in Table 1. 
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0.02 mol/1 oxalic acid and 0.05 mol/1 lithium perchlo- 
rate as an electrolyte. 

The anode pellet was used as an anode and a stainless 
steel plate as a cathode. A uniform black layer of poly- 
pyrrole was formed galvanostatically on the anode 
pellet under a current density of 0.5 mA/cm 2 applied 
for 150 minutes. After a counter electrode had been 
brought into contact with the black layer of polypyr- 
role using silver paste, a capacitor was obtained and 
then molded with epoxy resin. 

The characteristics of the obtained capacitor are 
shown in Table 1. 

EXAMPLE 7 

A sintered tantalum anode pellet having a dielectric 
tantalum oxide coating formed thereon by an electro- 
chemical oxidation treatment was dipped in pyrrole 
monomer. 

After bringing a gaseous mixture containing 5 vol% 
chlorine dioxide into contact with the anode pellet for 5 
minutes, a black layer of polypyrrole was formed on the 
dielectric tantalum oxide by a chemical oxidation 
method. 

The following procedures were carried out in a simi- 
lar manner to Example 6. 

The characteristics of the obtained capacitor are 
shown in Table 1. 

TABLE 1 
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EXAMPLE 6 
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A sintered tantalum anode pellet having a dielectric 
tantalum oxide coating formed thereon by an electro- 
chemical oxidation treatment was dipped in an aqueous 
solution containing 0.04 mol/l ammonium persulfate 
under reduced pressure conditions for 5 minutes and 
then dried. 

The anode pellet was dipped in an aqueous solution 
containing 2.0 mol/1 pyrrole monomer and 0.02 mol/1 
adipic acid under reduced pressure conditions for 10 
minutes. A thin layer of polypyrrole was formed on the 
dielectric tantalum oxide by a chemical oxidationl 65 
method. 

Subsequently, the anode pellet was dipped in an aque- 
ous solution containing 0.2 mol/1 pyrrole monomer, 







Solid 


Electrical Characteristics 


Ex. 


Anode 


Electrolyte 


Cap (pF/cm 2 ) 


tan S (%) 


1 


aluminium 


polypyrrole 


2.2 


1.5 


2 


aluminium 


polypyrrole 


2.0 


1.3 


3 


aluminium 


polypyrrole 


2.1 


1.8 


4 




polypyrrole 


2.2 


1.3 


5 


aluminium 


polyaniline 


2.0 


1.2 


6 


tantalum 


polypyrrole 


1.2 


1.0 


7 


tantalum 


polypyrrole 


1.2 


0.9 



In Table 1, Cap means electrostatic capacity at 120 
Hz, tan 6 means dielectric loss tangent at 120 Hz. Elec- 
trostatic capacity of the aluminium anode foil and the 
tantalum pellet used in Example show 2.0 uP/cm 2 and 
1.0 u.F, respectively, when an aqueous solution contain- 
ing 50 g/1 boric acid, 50 g/1 citric acid and 50 ml/1 
ammonia water (28 wt%) is employed as liquid electro- 
lyte. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A solid electrolytic capacitor having excellent 
characteristics in terms of both electrical properties and 
thermal stability comprising, in combination, an elec- 
trode having an adherent dielectric oxide coating 
thereon and a solid electrolyte comprising an electri- 
cally conductive polymer layer (I) formed by a chemi- 
cal oxidation method comprising contacting a monomer 
with an oxidizing agent and an electrically conductive 
polymer layer (II) formed on the electrically conduc- 
tive polymer layer (I) by an electrochemical oxidation 
method. 

2. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim 
1, wherein said electrode is made of aluminum or tanta- 
lum. 

3. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim 
1, wherein said electrically conductive polymer layer 

(I) is polypyrrole or polyaniline. 

4. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim 
1, wherein said oxidizing agent is chlorine dioxide. 

5. The solid electrolytic capacitor according to claim 
1, wherein said electrically conductive polymer layer 

(II) is polypyrrole or polyaniline. 
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